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too much of a distinct ring of truth about it — came after the assassi- 
nation from the well-informed investigative columnist Jack Anderson. 
Johnny Roselli had chosen Anderson as the person to talk to about the 
Mafia, Cuba, and the Kennedy assassination. What did he tell Anderson, 
before Roselli himself was “eliminated" by his old friend Trafficante 7 
“He told me that the JFK assassination was done by the last three sharp- 
shooters who had tried to assassinate Castro from a high building in 
Havana," Anderson told me many years afterward. “He told me that Fidel 
Castro was directly involved — this was the deadly secret for which he 
was killed. He said that Castro used the same ones out of a sense of 
Latin irony. Later, the Church committee confirmed everything else Ro- 
selli told me, and Lyndon Johnson [slipped and] told Howard K. Smith 
in a TV interview, ‘Well, Kennedy tried to get Fidel Castro, but Fidel 
Castro got Kennedy first.’ It was the biggest secret in history, and he 
blurts it out." In short, according to these theories, John F. Kennedy was 
killed when his obsessive plot against Castro was turned against the 
American president; he was killed when the ever-flexible Mafia, which 
had substantial interests on both sides of the question, only now swiveled 
around to serve a Cuban master instead of an American one. 

But even if one accepted that Castro had no direct hand in Kennedy s 
assassination, it was, nonetheless, the existence of Fidel Castro, of his 
Revolution, and of the ominous realities he introduced to the world that 
unmistakably led to the death of John Kennedy. Without the humiliating 
failure at the Bay of Pigs, without the almost crazed assassination at- 
tempts against Castro and the Mafia connection to those attempts, without 
Castro’s counterhumiliation over his abandonment by the superpowers 
during the Missile Crisis, it is hard to believe that John F. Kennedy would 
have been assassinated that fateful day in Dallas — with all that would 
come to mean to the world. 
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